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Introduction:

There are fifteen letters in a small collectiorfarhily correspondence held in box 25
of the Baring-Gould Archive at the Devon Recordi€xf Fourteen were written by
Sabine to various family members. The fifteenth istter to Sabine from his father,
Edward Baring-Gould.

All but one, partially dated and written to an umea and unidentifiable aunt, make
significant contributions to our knowledge and uistiending of Sabine’s relationship
with other family members and to our knowledge isfihterests and aspirations.
Recognition by family members of the importancehese letters could be the reason
why they have survived while much other family espondence has disappeared.

The four earliest letters, written in 1857 and 1,868re from Sabine to his mother.
One of these gives important insights into thedeawe$ationships between Sabine and
his parents during the months between coming doam Clare College, Cambridge
and taking up an appointment as assistant mastierttra Woodard Schools in
Sussex. The others seem to be part of an ongothgnare relaxed correspondence
with her about happenings at St John’s Middle Skhawarstpierpoint, their literary
interests, his own developing writing styles, fanpbrtraits and, most intriguingly, a
reason for a newfound passion for Iceland.

A group of eight letters, written between 1865 48@2, were from Sabine to his
father. Two letters were written from Horbury. Gofehese, apart from defending his
choice of vocation, is otherwise concerned withlib#éding of the mission at

Horbury Brig; the other is a carefully crafted élgiswritten at a time when Sabine is
known from his diary to have been very angry beedwesmistakenly believed his
father had decided to leave the Lew Trenchardestbahis brother Willy. This letter

is also notable for Sabine’s attempt to deflect disdrm his father’s accurate
suspicions that he was contemplating marriage.

The other six letters to Sabine’s father were emitrom Dalton and Mersea. In these
he wrote about his literary work, and it is eviddérat he never ceased to tell his father
what he was trying to achieve through his publisiveiting, nor to send him copies of
his published work.

The one fragment of a letter to Sabine from hikdaincluded a rather pompous
critique of one of Sabine’s books, it is not poksiio tell which. The rest of the
surviving part of this letter from father is impamt because it appears to be the first
time father shared with Sabine his, presumablymty formed intention of leaving
the whole of the Lew Trenchard estate to Sabingigedl he agreed to the renewal of
the entail. In fact the settlement of the estats mat finalised until a mere eleven
days before his father's unexpected death in 1872.

Much of the content of the remaining six of Salsretters to his father is to do with
either his annuity from the estate or, once henkduhe was to inherit, agreeing the



details of the entail settlement. Three of thettere were written around the time of
the birth of Sabine’s eldest son, Edward. They descdomestic arrangements
generally, and Grace’s pregnancy in particularhwaimixture of concern and
humour.

Sabine has sometimes been criticised for the segatd he appeared to give to his
siblings in his published writing. It has becomeatlfrom the transcription of
Sabine’s diary and subsequent research that hisdsr@/illy was a tragic figure, and
that Sabine was much distressed by the changeliy $\iehaviour and lovingly
supported him during a long terminal illness. Saliatters in this collection reveal
distress and bewilderment over Willy's failure &spond to Sabine’s fraternal
approaches before he understood the reason.

The final letter in this collection, written by Sab in 1892 to his sister Margaret,
points to many problems in her life. Research ssiggbat Margaret's marriage to
Theodore Marsh was indeed unfortunate, as Sabjpwetsel in his diary, and that she
had led a troubled life prior to her untimely dedthis to be doubted whether there
was much that Sabine could have done to help kit @wholly understandable that
neither she nor Willy figure extensively in Sabs@ublished work. Beyond
childhood and early adult life Sabine would havd Hdficulty finding anything
positive to write about them.

Index
Number Date Correspondent Place of Origin
DROO1 1857 Spring  Sabine to mother 13 Ashley Plactoria Road
Westminster
DRO02 1857-11-08 Sabine to mother St Johns Hurgipigt
DRO 03 1858-05-17 Sabine to mother St Johns Huergtpint
DRO04 1858-12-07 Sabine to mother St Johns Hurgipigt
DRO05 1865-08-17 Sabine to father Horbury, Wakdfiel
DRO06 1866-07-30 Sabine to father Horbury, Wakdfiel
DROO07 1870-10-25 Sabine to father Dalton, Thirsk
DROO08 1871-04-10 Sabine to father East Mersea Recto
DROO09 1871-07-07 Sabine to SBG Lew Trenchard
DRO10 1871-10-20 Sabine to father East Mersea Recto
DRO11 1871-11-12  Sabine to father East Mersea Recto
DRO12 1871-11-22  Sabine to father East Mersea Recto
DRO13 1872 Early  Sabine to father East Mersea Rgecto
DRO14 1892-11-24  Sabine to sister Lew Trenchard)@lon

DRO15 No year-07-13 Sabine to aunt Lew Trencharddd



DROO01: SBG to mother
Wednesday
13 Ashley Place
Victoria Road [sic]
Westminster
1857

The entry in ‘The Diary of Sabine Baring-Gould’ foi2 Sept 1880 suggests this letter
was probably written just before Easter 1857 (EaBy was 12 April) and shortly
before leaving S Barnabas Pimlico soon after Eastehis father’s insistence. This
letter could well have been the trigger for hisviats decision.

It has proved impossible to find the precise daievbich Sabine came down from
Cambridge having taken his degree, as the relexgourds are missing from the
Clare College archives, but the diary entry for3@pt 1880 suggests this could be
around February1857.

The address Ashley Place is close to the junctidriatoria Street and Vauxhall
Bridge Road and has been verified as the residehbés great uncle, Colonel
Edward Sabine. This was some % mile from, andwéasy walking distance of St
Barnabas, Pimlico. The diary entry suggests hiepts were unaware of his exact
whereabouts and Sabine had used Colonel Sabingyashatween.

My dearest Mama

| am very sorry that | have hurt you by that leti€mine but it is not enough to have
been sure of one place and the day almost fixedhwhes to have gone and all my
hopes built up on it, then to have it suddenlyaway from under me, then to have
distinct orderto go to Marlbord® the day of going and the day of returning and
everything settled railway exactness and then e taat when | had made up my
mind to it (as to take a pill) suddenly changedtteehear of Watson’s (which by the
way was not a village school but in his house Wwithpupils) and then that not doing
because | was not a classic.

Now to have to abide Marlboro’ again for a montketifaps hanging on as a burden to
Uncle Fred without being able to do anything for him — | apj@ahought a fortnight a
long visit but a month | am sure would be tiresamaim. | really do not want to get
myself in opposition to Papa as you seem to thumc(e Fred has forwarded your
letter) but it makes my heart sick to think of awyef insupportable indolence with
only the Voluntary to read for and that is a mere trifle. | know savef the subjects
already.

! The correct address is Victoria Street.

2 Date entered in pencil at a later date. Probdtlynecessarily, by Sabine. Probably, but not
necessarily, correct.

% As assistant master.

* Frederick Bond, then headmaster of Marlborougmtmnar Schooal.

® The Voluntary The Voluntary Theological Examination, preparationwhich was given by a series
of lectures by the Lady Margaret Professor of Tbgplin Cambridge and which at this time was
increasingly required by the bishops from thoséisgeto take Holy Orders.



You seem to be so afraid of my not getting a gemti®s situation but | don’t care
three straws for it being a gentleman’s place sg ks | can be doing something
which will fit me hereafter for H. orders. | thoughat a middle schodivould be
best for that but | think thigidea?] of going to Mr King’s parishwould be better
and | should have time to get a little experienefie entering it, for the curate with
whom | should live is not coming for a month in winitime | should visit the ragged
schools of London and go down sometimes when thegeplectures are given and
do odds and ends of wotk.

Here | know some only poor clerks, some trades lpaspo put one to shame they
come from their work perhaps only in the evenind tren go off to teach in a night
school they have themselves started and whichthlieeyselves support, and that is
not all they give all they can moreover towardshhbaals of the poor and provide
bier, palls and everything for them for about artgreof the price that undertakers
would charge and go out in turn themselves withcthféins to the cemeteries.

If Papa will let me | should stay on here in Londom shall only have my board to
pay for, this month | should be leaving my wdi, St. Barnabashfter that going
into Mr King's parish and the curate and | wouigkltogether and do what we could.
I should then get some practical knowledge whichasth years of theoretical study.
The expense would not be more than | would liviecahe for the journey and all
included. | have spoken to Col. Sabine about dibdenot like my tying myself down
for a year or two for fear of my health giving wéwyt saw no objection to my going
there until the end of Jurjg857] to see how | liked it so as to leave whenevertl go
tired or not well or anything of the kind.

What good will being in the Brit Mus. do towards ignying into orders and yet you
suggest that. Uncle Sabine proposes my going @velltng companion with
someone abroad, but that would only make me masettiad in my habits than ever.
Whatever it is it must be a matter of time abouteos, if Papa refuses to let me go for
years then | must wait for years and prepare fars/hat is all.

You must excuse dear Mama all my bitterness inuh&irtunate lettet® but | had

not recoverett the degree which is a terrible strain on the rearm then all this
miserable bother afterwards only made me worsenaady drove me to desperation.
..... What you say of the dons | do not think is.faiam quite confident if you were to
ask any of them that they would give me a very gaowatacter in my college. | will
tell you what gave me great comfort just lately amalild not have repeated it but to
show you that you are rather too harsh upon mywecinak college which you judge
as if it had been of consummate wickedness. Ofssolihave not been free from

® Sabine was possibly referring to the ‘Middle SdhabHurstpierpoint where he eventually went.
" Sabine appears to have omitted a word here. Hetmigll have intended ‘I think thigea...’

8 Mr. King's parish Presumably Sabine meant St. Georges-in-the-EagipM& of which Mr Bryan
King was rector. The parish was much troubled bisriThe Rev. Charles Lowder of St Barnabas,
where Sabine was working and staying, had estaliahmission at nearby Wellclose Square,
Wapping. Mr King’s wife was the sister of Fardellstudent friend of Sabine’s at Cambridgarly
Reminiscenced923, London, Bodley Head p 260he Church Revivall914, London, Methuen, p
232.

° Probably one of the schools established by theiamisat St Georges-in —the-East. See below

1 This letter has probably not survived

" nterpreted as ‘Recovered from.’



blame but | have not done wrong willingly and bedid have led a far better life

(such as it was) at college than | do at homeirst the men used to say most unkind
and wicked things about me and it made me so unh@pat was my first year) that |
was almost in despair, they used to show me suatecgpt and men | had known
would stare at me and then walk away without takivegslightest notice of me. Well

| know that at a wine last teffrone of the freshman brought up my name and said he
thought | was a hypocrite or else and they werddbkiest men in college to shut him
up directly and said they would not allow a word#said against me.

| would not have told you this little matter, whismall as it was gave me intense
pleasure as | did not know till | heard it justgmng away that the men in college had
ever changed their opinion about me so | had alwhysned them as much as
possible, but that | wish to show you (and youtheeonly person | would repeat the
little incident to) that the stricture on my coléegehaviour is hardly jusés for my
reading | never could have got mathematical honours

| know | am the last person to under rate my aedias you know pretty well, but |
know perfectly well what | can do and what | candtave done as well in my
degree as it was possible for me to do. If | feat i am not suited for H. orders at the
end of June if papa will only let me try what thenk s like before putting my foot
irrevocably into it | will freely give it up and sabout something else.

Perhaps it may prove as treacle to stop the shyp@ibd cure so that he never touches
it again when once he has had his fill.

With best love to all

Your affect. son

Sabine B-G.

N.B. Why on earth did you tell Margaret my opiniaimout Mr Marsh? | thought at
least you might have kept that back. | dread noxngiany opinion upon any matter
as a burnt child dreads the fire.

The following lines are written down the side a$ thage.

| have seen Charley but shall not go near the @arslf | don't like Sam and so had
better keep away

Comment:

This is one of the most important Baring-Gould fsrigtters in the Devon Record
Office. The content and the hurried way in whidis ivritten without any date and

with limited regard for grammatical correctness allggest it was penned hastily, at a
time of considerable distress and tension betwemsdif and his parents.

12 presumably Michaelmas 1856

18 His sister Margaret and her future husband, the Reeodore Marsh

¥ The GardinersSabine’s paternal Aunt Margaret Baring-Gould marRawson Boddham Gardiner,
described by Sabine Barly Reminiscencep 110, asigly anddisagreeableTheir son, Samuel, was
an historiarwith a marvellous memory for dates and facts



Sabine was deeply resentful of the way in whiclfdtiger had ordered him hither and
thither, with all sorts of suggestions for what pegents saw as suitable employment
that would take him away from what they regardediaseputable and

inappropriate. It is known from Sabine’s diary, 38ptember 1880, that on coming
down from Cambridge, his father had told him ttidgte went ahead with ordination,
as he wished, he would not inherit the estateEémly Reminiscences’ Sabine wrote
euphemistically that he ‘slipped away’ from Lew.atédver the manner of his going,
it is probable that he left Lew House in great iist and anger after failing to reach
any agreement with his father on his future. Salriaeelled to London where he
called on the Rev. Lowder at St Barnabas Churcm|ifo. Lowder had founded the
Society of the Holy Cross and was a prominent mewfttee Tractarian movement
of which his father did not approve. Sabine wasarao the Tractarians during his
time at Cambridge and had already stayed at St &aas during vacations and
undertaken unpaid employment in the choir schoelnbiw took up this work again,
staying in the Priest’s House. He did not let hasgmts know where he was but was
prevailed upon by Lowder to keep in contact wignhthrough his uncle, Col.
Edward Sabine. In both Diary and Reminiscencesihede is described as a General
and President of the Royal Society but these adaants and honours came after
the events of 1857. He was promoted Major GenaraBb9 and General in 1870. He
was an eminent polar explorer and geophysicistgkted 1869 and President of the
Royal Society from 1861 to 71.

Entries in the diary imply that this letter was tien after Sabine had been at Pimlico
for up to two months, was running out of funds aedding to sue for peace with his
parents.

His parents would almost certainly have been awhiten newspaper reports, of the
Rev. Bryan King and the troubles at St Georges@East and his father would
never have agreed with the suggestion that Salortbeye ‘for a year or two.’ It is
interesting that even the polar explorer, Col Sabwvas concerned that his nephew
should not undertake such stressful work for mbaa ta couple of months for fear it
would affect his health.

Sabine’s parents would have been unmoved by hghgraescription of the fine

work carried out by the mission at Wapping. Salwas patently deeply distressed by
their refusal to take heed of his wishes and, iditaoh to fury at his father, this letter
also reveals a sense of grievance over what heasaavbetrayal by his mother who,

in a postscript, he accused of not respecting deniftes about his sister’s
forthcoming marriage in May that year. His concefasthat marriage, echoed in his
diary on 5 Jan 1881, were prophetic as the marriagpears to have failed at some
point as will be developed in the comments torl@fR0O14. Sabine was also stung by
accusations that his poor degree reflected indaemicworse.

Sabine was at pains to demonstrate to his motleshitph level of stress and despair
he had experienced throughout his whole time atl®a&ige as a result of perceived
hostility from other students, in the hope thas thvould at least soften her heart, if
not his father’s. It is tempting to speculate orywither students might have behaved
in a hostile way towards Sabine but it was probdbtyno other reason than that he
stood out and was picked on because of his eamnasher, pious attitudes and



behaviour. It is not surprising that parental acatiens of bad behaviour cause him
so much distress.

It is reasonable to conclude that, whatever Sabwag have believed, his parents
must have been very troubled by his disappearantendon. They would have
viewed his behaviour as wilfully disobedient arrdsponsible and would not have
understood this early manifestation of their sostesadfast dedication to idealised
goals.

The eventual solution to this impasse was achiewddthe help of the Rev. Charles
Lowder who found Sabine a paid teaching appointmatftthe Woodard Schools at
New Shoreham. Sabine’s father would have been yragdlis appointment but
would nevertheless grudgingly accepted the scramlgspectable establishments. It
is unlikely that his father was aware of the fuftent of Dr Woodard’s commitment to
the Tractarian movement and the problems createdearschools by a somewhat
furtive use of the confessional by the chaplaint@ir dealings with the boys. This
had at least the tacit approval and encourageméitiroNoodard.

Importantly, it is evident from subsequent cormrgence with his mother that
contact with his parents was re-established andséreous rift with them rapidly
patched up if not healed.



DROO02: Sabine to mother

No month, year or address is given at the headisflétter. However the month is
verified by the reference to Sabine’s mother’shuiay, 12 November. The year can
be established from calendars ¥857 when Sunday fell oi"8November and with
the knowledge that the third Woodard School stairtelB58. (January 1858 rather
than Christmas 1857 as might be inferred from #iget.) The address, from the
content of the letter is clearly St John’s ColleHaystpierpoint
Sunday 8

Tuesday 10
My dearest Mama
| am very sorry that | have been so remiss in mgithaving been very busy. Our play
went off very well, | had to work hard at the sosnéut did not take part in the
performance myself.

We are now collecting for the bonfire which comésom the Prince of Wales
birthday.

What day do you think Papa will come here? His laest would be to take this on
his route from Devonshire. | was not at all vexgduhat you said about my German
trip, indeed, | soon gave up the notion, as my widaaving here only originated with
a small breeze | had with the headmaster, at Msgaised some hasty expressions
to me which | thought proper to require him to aetras it originated in a mistake of
his own. He did so readily and made an apologyabwe are all very good friends
again.

Our third school starts at Christmas | am gladatp sbelieve it is not decided who is
to be the headmaster, but | hope it will be Wil$on.

I should like Papa if possible to come here somadday or Saturday as then | have
little work, the best if convenient would be thé"2Bhe could stop over the next two
days Sunday and Monday, which being a Saint’s slawhole holiday and | should
have nothing to do. It would be rather awkward oy @ther day of the week as | am
engaged almost all the day.

| have got something in my eye, | have found omtedime ago that the Barings are
descended from Bayring the Beautiful king of thedes but | did not know his
pedigree and had written to Iceland for the sagaigbim. | have picked up a good
many details since then and got a good bit of #wigree from the sagas, Baering was
son of the famous Ragnar Lodbrok and | have matléhewpedigree from the

Hervarar saga, Ragnar Lodbrok saga, Erbydgiaga and Laxdaela saga, up as far
back as Odin!!

And | am in raptures to find that Iceland was festonised by a family related to us.
| have some idea of collecting all the chronicléthe Baring family together,
translating them from the Icelandic and into a woduwith the whole pedigree one of
these days, when | know some more Icelandic, onwilwan get a proper dictionary,

> The first headmaster of the third school at Artéiggvas the Rev. Dirs de Merteriarly
Reminiscenceg 288

' Eyrbyggja



and then writing to Lord Ashburton to ask him ihhy dedicate it to him as being the
history of his family. It would be one of the megtdly romantic histories

imaginable, full of such beautiful stories. | rgdilelieve the Baring family to be one
of the most ancient in Europe. The royal familiédlorway, Sweden and Denmark
were derived from that family and probably the Sarmnarchy would have
continued so had not Charlemagne smashed it.

If I was to go to Iceland | should claim relationshwith the descendants of those
who settled there if | could find them which isdiik enough, as the Icelanders are
most particular about keeping up their pedigree.

With best love to dear Papa, Willy and Drakey, kimdl remembrances to Miss ¥,
| remain your affect. son
Sabine Baring Gould

PS How all the world is taking to marrying, so nimance at Kelly is gone not that |
care one jot. | really think | must see what cambee for myself sometime, if only |
had enough to live on I think | should try my chamt Danny? with Miss Mary
Campion as either the report of her engagementitd®kevensy was false or it has
blown over. She would make a very nice little wafed belongs to a good family.

The following undated ‘NB’on a separate sheet of paper, dealing with similar
subjects to the above, initiates matters carrieevéod in a subsequent letter. The
handwriting and paper also match well. It is theref concluded the two sheets
belong together

| wish that while passing through Exeter, Papa @a@al into Tucker’s Picture shop
Fore Street Hill Exeter. SisSyand | are going to make a present to Lew of the
repairing of the Red M&H considering that decency forbad his making an
appearance so publicly any longer either in thédrah his namesake.

Tucker restored the Guildhall pictures so | suspeds quite able to do this, the
picture is there and | would like Papa to see vahjab he is making of it; | hope to
goodness he will not put on a thick layer of vannisintended not to have said a word
about it but left him to shine out in decent breschefore you when you returned
home, but | am anxious to know how Tucker is dairgp | shall not keep my secret
any longer.

" Miss K. and Kelly Houselt is tempting to speculate that ‘Miss K’ mightvesbeen a Miss Kelly of
Kelly House, Kelly, Lifton, Devon and that, betwettye letter and the PS, a letter arrived from his
mother with news of her engagement/marriage.

'8 Danny House, Hurstpierpoint: Home of the Campidiistant relatives through the Barings.

19 Sissy: Familiar name for sister Margaret

20 The Red ManThis portrait of Mr. John Petty, who came of thesdowne family and was married

to Diana Amelia, daughter of Col. Sabine, was use8abine’s father as a temporary repair for a
broken window with disastrous resulEarly Reminiscenceg, 103. It was known abhe Red Man
because of his red coat. It would be interestiniow in what room, then known &ke Red Maiit

had hung. One can but guess! In the entry in laisydor 20 August 1880, Sabine wrote that he paid
£10 to have this restoration imperfectly executelixeter and had now had a new copy of the painting
done.
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By the way, | am on the scent of the Monk picturew, | believe | know where one
portrait of the General is, but whether | shalldiie to get it or not is another matter,
it will be quite a romance if | do. | shall notltgbu the story till | have it. The others
passed into the hands of the Prides, a Mr Prideiedanto the family in Ch. %'s

reign and | shall find out about them through ohthe father | have gdt.

Did | tell you of one of Spenc&rthe poet | picked up at the same time along tith i
It is an original by Alessandro Allni and reallyaagifully painted; | fancy the picture
must be worth a good deal, the flesh is quite lwug) it was broken and in a frightful
state of dirt and crumple when | got it, but | h&lled in the cracks myself, washed
it, and varnished it, and now it hangs on my chiynpiece. | am going to practice
faces in oil from it, | wanted a copy.

I had a letter forwarded from Cambridge to me fidmian Hill, he said that he was
coming south and would visit me at Cambridge withwife if | was there, | wrote
directly entreating him to come to me here butdenhad no answer, and this is
....... [?] of a fortnight since. | feel he must have staftedh Edinburgh before my
letter arrived, | am very vexed about it as | skdike to have renewed our old
friendship.

| think if | were to be married | should stipuldiest that our wedding trip should be

to Iceland. | should like to see our relatives ¢heéhave been painting a large coat of
arms on parchment as a birthday present for yoedmutot send it, as | have not quite
succeeded, the paint peels off. It is full of th@swe have a right to quarter and
drawn up quite heraldically under the directioraofery good herald, so | know it is
all right.

Should not you like to live in Iceland, Mama! | stad!

| was for some time in a dreadful fright about Idimis visit, as | had forgotten to say |
could not take in the wife and babies, so | havenldaily trembling that a fly should
drive up with a whole family nursery maid etc amé nowhere to store them away.

We have our choir feast on"l®ecr. And the boar’s head is brought in, and aftgre
Christmas tree.

Ask Papa not to forget his copy of the FranconiaitZgrland for Miss PorchdP] |
promised that she should have one, and by the viieynat Mrs Knight's | told Mr.
Charles Conley that we should be very glad to seeahLew next summer, as he
kept on saying how much he should like to seeatraghat he had not been there for
such a long while etc and etc. He is a very aglegadrson, Mrs Knight very much so
indeed. Miss Knight | was delighted to find waseslggist and Mrs Knight a bit of

an architect. Mrs Kindersley is a charming littledy. | wish | was in Iceland; | have
got all sorts of odd stories of our relatives there

| remain your affect. son

S.B-G.

%1 See Never Completely Submerd@idry of Sabine Baring-Goul®009, Guildford, GHP, 4 July
1880, p 33
2 Edmund Spenser, 1552-1598
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Comment:

The easy chatty nature of this letter suggeststti@tensions evident in a letter
written to his mother some seven months previduslygone. He was looking
forward to a visit from his father and, once makared confidences with his mother.

Sabine did not reveal the nature of the ‘small ke2evith the headmaster but his
touchiness towards an authority figure suggestea®e taking a while to re-adjust
following his forced departure from St Barnabas éimel derailment of his preferred
career course.

It is known from what was written elsewhere thaténthusiasm for purchasing and
restoring pictures was not matched by his sucdas3he Diary of Sabine Baring-
Gould, 18 July 1880, he was annoyed to discovdrttieapicture of General Monk
may originally have been of someone else latetdiat re- painted as General Monk.

The references to Miss K and Miss Campion as plessiives is the only reference
known to the author suggesting a serious interesihié opposite sex between a
possible infatuation with Constance Frazer at Pad851 and his meeting with
Grace Taylor in1864.

This letter would suggest that a significant mdiiva for Sabine’s visit to Iceland
four years later was his conviction, through a Nossaga, that there he would
uncover significant family links with his Baringli@ars.

Sabine’s own failure to mention these putative ffafimiks in his published writing

about that trip could reflect the scepticism evidara note to the ‘Early Pedigree of

the Baring family’, which Sabine had researchedtfe revised ‘Visitation of Devon’

published in 1895:
“The name of Béaring appears as that of the hetbeoBaring Saga, the existing
version of which in old Norse is believed, accogdio the Rev. Sabine Baring-
Gould, to be the translation of a German romandaefi3th century. The saga
is a mere story, but the hero’s name may perhapakea as evidence that the
name of Baring existed on the lower Elbe in th& @&ntury, and possibly as
evidence that it was even then looked upon as eier@mame”

A far cry from Sabine’s early belief of the imparta of the Baring family in

European history and the existence of many ofdiéives in Iceland.

The enthusiasm with which Sabine followed up hisgpee and worked on the family
heraldry while at Hurst remained in evidence thrbagt his life.
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DROO03: SBG to mother:

The year of this letter is not given but as Sab@terned to the matter of Miss
Campion’s engagement and continued the busineéiseoRed Man’ and ‘Spenser’
paintings, it is likely to be no more than a fewnths after the letter of 8 and 10
November 1857. The likely date is therefbreMay 1858
S John’s College
Hurstpierpoint
Sussex
17" May
My dear Mama
I hope you will come and see me for a day; it Wwélonly a short run. | wish you
would not think the Campions very grand peopley thie not so at all, and you made
me quite indignant in one letter by saying it waseell to look above one, while
referring to them; Their family is not a bit greatiean ours, as they first came into
notice in Q Elizabeth’s reign before which they vaothing, while | know our
pedigree back to 1224 AD, and besides which, itavasble family of Devon before
the Conquest. The Campions may be better off treare, but that has nothing to do
with the case at all. Papa and Willy have been hrdestaying at Danrjdouse], |
fear that the latter was rather rough in his masaed must have astonished them a
little. Miss Campion is | hear engaged to a vechman, but as yet it is only a report.

Pray take more care of the Lew pictures, Mamareteman will cost me 10£
redoing, and it will be no joke if any more of thget damaged. It would compel me
to go into rags, so as to be able to redo themit i8she red mafi will want, besides,
a frame; that you must give; he must be hung upsiold place on the stairs.

| am going to bring my Spendéihome for the Drawing room, and want instead the
print of the ‘Dispute of the Blessed SacramentRaphael in the portfolio.

With best love to all, | remain

Your affect. son

Sabine baring Gould

Comment:

On the whole another chatty letter but revealingsdrritation with his mother over
her concern, should he press his suit with Miss glam because of what she saw as
the Baring-Gould's lower social status. Sabineueetl her on the social status of the
Goulds and their long pedigree. In any case it sebtiss Campion was engaged
elsewhere so it was immaterial. Nevertheless tilwissga glimpse of one aspect of
mother’s personality and into Sabine’s awarenedsi®bwn social position.

Sabine referred to the visit by his father and bestWilly and commented on Willy’s
display of ‘rough manners’ when staying at Dannyub®with the Campions. This
behaviour is not easy to explain in terms of thatalaliness which was probably
first apparent in the mid-1860s. Sabine also lookedard to his mother’s visit.

Sabine’s pre-occupation with portraits evidenthe previous letter continued

% Red Man: Portrait of John Petty. See letter DRO02
24 Spencer portrait: See DRO02
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DROO04: Sabine to mother

S. John’s College
Hurstpierpoint
Dec 7"
The year is not given for this letter but from toatent it is almost certainly 1858
despite the reference to his uncle as ‘GeneralisalHis uncle was promoted Major
General in 1859, then General 1870is possible he held acting rank at the end of
1858 or that Sabine was aware of imminent promotion

My dear Mama

| sent you a Johnidnfor this month by post, you will see in it a fatcount of what
little has been going on here. | have had a cdldporse, everyone has had one with
this uncertain weather, but that will not be in Slodinian. | am better now. | hear
from Papa that you are likely to be in Teignmoiathout 17" the day we break up
here, however | intend stopping a week in Londoset® Charley and General Sabine,
also perhaps Ninian Hill. I shall then come dowid &@gnmouth at once, when | hope
something will be settled about the Red Man. Theeestory of mine in the Johnian
this month, beside Oraefaé&lwhich | am afraid you will not like, it is in mynystic
style’” which is not ‘so called’ practical. You have aegt dread | know of
imaginationbut wrongly | think, the modern view of it is, thais to be quenched not
cultivated, that is a very narrow view of the hunmaind and soul.

If the imagination is a gift of God it is intendemlbe developed. Minds are
comparative or creative, i.e. intellectual and imagve, and one system of
organisation must be trained as well as the othzglieve that every work of the pure
imagination is inspired, not when shackled by congpa with facts. ‘Vanity Fair’ or
one of Dickens’ novels would be types of imaginattmupled with earth, like
Pegasus yoked to an ox to draw a plough, but wiheeeand purely imaginative such
as ‘Undine’ ‘Sintram?® and most fairy stories, | would consider heavenb®heir
beauty is uearthly and mystic, always containing some subtislemystery of

nature or revelation worked out. The charm of ttetedes is that we fe¢his without
understanding it when children.

That is the fourth sheet | have written to you Tt up one after another intending
not to write this as you would not believe or apat it, however it is no good, |
have not been able to help writing it. Do you knidwave been counting my books
and find that | have got 26 new ones this yearraatly all are French or German,
and what is another thing is that | have read th#iout one or two last come. | have

% The Hurst JohniariThe magazine of St John’s College, Hurstpierp&@abine was involved in its
foundation and designed the front cover.

% Oroefa-dal: An Icelandic TaleThe Hurst Johnian, serialised 1858%8fadal, The Iceland farers
Boys lllustrated Annual, serialised 1898Bhe Icelander's Sword or The Story of Oraefa-ti&dthuen
1894. Note the spelling variation in the Hurst Jahn

27 Story in the Mystic StyteThis must have beeWaster Sacristan Eberharthich was first published
alongsideOroefa-dalchapter X’ in theHurst Johnianno.7 Dec. 1858, pp.238-250; reprintédrst
Echoesl890 pp. 34-44. Included in Richard Dalbiargery of Quether and other Weird TalE399
Sarob Press. Several of Sabine’s stories iddhaianand Dalby’sMargery of Quetheare in a similar
style

% UndineandSintram and his CompanianRomantic stories by the German writer, Frieddeta
Motte Fouqué, 1777-1843
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been getting up the history of Literature up to 168 Cent. In Europe and find that it
is a vast subject which is full of intense interétaving got a fair idea of
Scandinavian literature | have gone on to Proveadlother Romance languages. |
get on capitally with my German: - it is quite @us, today | had a book which |
ordered, a German one of Rhine legends, which I i seen when in Germany,
for the pictures | remember clearly and it is quiteious the old associations which
they call up, not having seen or read the boolséone 18 or 19 yeafs.

In the winter one must read, during the summeruldigive myself up wholly to
drawing a study of Nature, but during the long ewgs must take out the Litterae
Germaniores®

We have had a great deal of sickness here, ofiodeok another, | hear that there
have already been 300 laid up at Eton: has thexe breich sickness in the parish?

It is very odd that cousin Tothshould not have answered my letter about the Red
Man, | wrote to him late in September asking hincat) at Tuckers and find out
about the picture; has he been away from hdme?

So you are reading ‘The Faery Queen,’ | hope tbatynderstand that it is
allegorical, the Red Cross Knight being ChivalryaJ)- Religion: Una among the
wood spirits is the Faith taming wild and turbuleature, the betrothal of Una and
the Red Cross Knight the union of Chivalry and &el.

The Faery Queen is quite a phenomenon in literasiia all its features it should
belong to an earlier date, the™@nt about, and it is quite different from thealsu
production of the 18when the allegory was lost; but in type it is natike the early
romances which it professes to attach itself, tludgbe cycle of the Round Table,
which are quite as long, nearly as beautiful irglzage and often bolder in imagery. |
am reading Dante, whose ‘Divina Commedia’ is justrany own heart, far

outrivaling Milton I think. Do you notice what toeris the perfection of Spenser and
the pre-16' cent poets, the perfect loss_of seltheir writings, compare a page of the
Faery Queen with Miles Standish for instance, endhe you have pure living nature,
in the second nature is only used as a lookingdtarsthe poet’'s contemptible
feelings. As an example — “They talked of the Spand the sunshin¢he birds and
the Mayflower that sailed on the morrow”

Nature is intended to elevate the soul to God m@iwer the train of thought to a
dirty copper-bottomed boat.

| remain your affect. son

Sabine Baring Gould

Comment:
Much of this letter was taken up with Sabine exyihg to his mother his newly taken
up ‘mystic style.” He told his mother that sheatted imagination and was

% sabine inferred he would have first read this bagéd 6 or 7

% Litterae Germaniore$\ humorous play on ‘Litterae Humaniores’ the narfithe Oxford University
School of ‘Greats,’” which translates as ‘more &étl forms of literature’. Sabine’s meaning would
therefore seem to have been ‘more German formigecdture’

3 See letters DROO1 and 02

%2 Cousin Tom:dentity uncertain. He is also referred to in Ittt Sabine’s father where the context
suggests he was a member of the Bond family
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concerned that she would not approve of his writiftge fear of her disapproval
caused Sabine to start and then destroy 4 earttenagpts to write on the subject
before finally making up his mind, completing ardding this one. His enthusiastic
comments on the ‘Faery Queen,” which his motherr@ading, were somewhat in the
nature of a lecture but there is also the inferetia Sabine and his mother did
regularly discuss literature in their correspondent¢le seemed to need her approval
but was wary of the same rejection he experienaad his father.

His own reading was, unsurprisingly, wide rangirigtas time with his attraction to
medieval writers already well developed. He boa#ted he had acquired 26 new
books in 1858, mostly French and German, but, predaly, he also had access to a
good library at Hurst.

Much Ado About Nothing:Not mentioned in the letter but ‘The Hurst Johnitor’
December 1858 informs us that in October the schadlstaged a production of
‘Much Ado About Nothing’ — no doubt covered in anlier letter.
Sabine took the part of Claudio, which he was saidave

“carried off with great care.”
He also painted both the night scene in Messinathadrison scene, both described
as “especially deserving of note.”
Mr and Mrs Campion were in the audience — perhapSabine’s guests. Was Mary
Campion there as well?
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DROO05: Sabine to father

Horbury
Wakefield
Augl7th
186-
[The date must be 1865 from references to the imgjildf the Horbury Brig Mission
and to Sabine’s father’s second wife, Lavinia. Thearriage was on 28 February
1865]
My dear Father
| will write to cousin Tom about the legacy and € | have drawf® There is
some mistake about it. The money | drew last yesirgfter Easter to pay my
ordination expenses, and it was taken from mamegsiest. There was also some
which went to pay Aunt Fanff/for the money she lent me for the Iceland trigf 15
believe | drew myself and the rest | told her tavdr

| am going to withdraw all my money from the baitkyill be about 200£ and | am
going to have the land at Horbury Bridgeonveyed to meso that the land and
buildings will be my own personal property and tlvil ensure me against loss in the
event of Sharp’s death, as the land will be weltttvd@s price at any time and | can
always sell it.

As soon as convenient Sharp will buy it of me, fouta few years it will be my own.
This | believe is the best arrangement that coeldhade as it gives me certainty of
not losing my money, and | might have risked it h&ht it on mortgage

My plans and specifications are out and tendersemein today. | take the lowest
separate tenders for mason’s work, carperjid, smith’s work and slating and
plastering. | find stone, brick, slate, lime, satd. | expect the lowest contract will be
450£.

Tell uncle Alex*® that the building will not be open by Octr. Ndk fter Xsmas |
fear. He is to preach for me on that event.

Tell Livy®' that | had 4 vols of lllusts. From Mr. Dymond.

| have been laid up a week with rheumatism in noknehich has constrained me to
sit contemplating the ceiling without intermission.

| remain your very affect.

S Baring Gould

P.S. Do send me something for my building. | aimmgtwits end where to find
money>®

¥ Cousin Tom and the Legadyresumably the legacy concerned is that of Sabimetber, née

Sophia Bond. This would imply that ‘cousin Tom’ walso a member of the Bond family. SeeDRO01
and 02

% Frances E Bond of 4 Colleton Crescent Exeter

% For building of the Horbury Brig Mission. Sefalf My Lifeby Keith Lister, p 46-49

% paternal uncle, the Rev. Alexander Baring-Gould.

% Stepmother, Lavinia

% sabine need not have worried. His appeal raise 8d was free of debt when the mission was
officially opened on 6 January 186#alf My Lifep 49.
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DROO06: Sabine to father

Horbury
Wakefield
July 30 1866
My dear Father
The bracelet has arrived, and with it what | did want, a chain, and card case,
however | can stow them away.

Aunt Fanny® has the brooch, | gave it to her, but she saméddhat she wished it to
go with the bracelet, and | thought from what shid shat she had given it to my
mother.

Thank you for your letter and the trouble you htaleen over the bracelet.

| am sorry that you still think | mistook my voaati in taking orders; | have never
regretted it for one moment, and | do not thinkigung from the way God has blessed
my work at the Brig that | did other than followstguidance in choosing the ministry.
| cannot but regard it as a token of his appra¥elt in such a short time | should have
been able to get hold of a place where the dissehtal tried and failed, and which
was notorious all the county round for its disolidess.

The school numbers one hundred and fifty childmeh there are twenty four teachers,
a capital congregation, all in the place of abs#umhothing two years ago. | do not
regard it in the least as my doing but as Godsnesiy to my having chosen right in
having taken upon me the yoke of the ministry.

| have a great hankering after B. Columbia butallsiake a little longer to think
about it.

| could not go as curate to Lew — | know well thratnoney matters it would be
better, but you know that Aunt Mariarffl@lways falls foul of the curate and would
be sure to get across with me, besides which wyolshg and with plenty of energy |
have no right to waste my time and strength onrafuéof people. Besides which |
could not go on in the way in which Lew church $es are conducted.
Sensationalism is the order of the day and mustbsed into the services of the
church or we shall never get hold of the people.

You need not be alarmed at my marrying withoutrsgeiy way. | only make a
suppositious case, and | am not likely to take yseti a wife yet a while.

| am sure that | cannot get down to Devon this yeshall have to do without a
holiday | fear and take a good long one next year.

Willy has never come to see me since | first casre hnor has he answered my last
letter asking him so to do.
Believe me | remain yours very affectionately

% Frances E Bond
40 Aunt Marianne: wife of his uncle, the Rev. ChafBzsing-Gould then Rector of Lew Trenchard.
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S Baring-Gould

Comment:

This letter would seem to have been written naj fter the visit to Lew at which,
according to the long diary entry on 12 Septemi88’, Sabine so was distressed
and angered by his brother Willy’s rudeness anddtiser’s attitude that he
terminated his holiday at Lew abruptly.

He returned prematurely to Horbury in great angedadespair because of a
mistaken assumption that father had finally decittettave the estate to Willy. Under
these circumstances it is not surprising that hetevthat hecannot get down to
Devon this yearlt is evident from the diary that he had no iniem of doing so! It

was only after his father's death that he realigieat the unusual behaviour of his
father and brother on that visit was directly reddtto Willy’s serious ill health.

Father never took Sabine into his confidence olremature of this illness.

Given Sabine’s understanding of the situationrésponse in this letter to his
father's continued negative attitude to his vooatsowed surprising forbearance. It
is to be wondered how many drafts of this letteteehup in the waste-paper basket?

We now know that whilst denying to his father angnediate intention of marriage he
was at this time either engaged or close to engageno Grace Taylor and
considering going abroad as a missionary in eitBatish Columbia or Honolulu as

a way of distancing himself from Lew and pavingvlag for marriage to Grace who
— as he wrote in his diary on 12 Sept 188@d nothing but would make a good wife
in the New World

The significance of the bracelet is not known. Emesbly this was one of a number of
items of jewellery bequeathed to him by his mothés.likely that he had asked his
father to send it so that he could give it to Gracguite possibly as an engagement
present. It could be that the request for it toskat added to his father’s suspicions
that Sabine was contemplating marriage.

It is interesting to see that his father was €tpressing disapproval of Sabine’s
choice of vocation more than 2 years after ordimatiAlso of interest is one of
several references by Sabine, in correspondendehistfather, to Willy’s failure to
visit or to write. Sabine was clearly puzzled amolyably hurt by this change in
Willy’s behaviour without being aware that it wasedto mental iliness.

“Wawman RNever Completely Submergéde Diary of Sabine Baring-Goulg 65-66
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DROO07: Sabine to father

Dalton

Thirsk

Oct 28"
Probably 1867

My Dear Father

| have only a few moments to spare, and am offéin in half an hour to Bradford,
where | have to lecture, and then | go to York, nehtee Archbishop holds a congress
of his clergy and has put me on to speak. | golimtiocashire next week to lecture on
“Iceland”

| sent you by post a sermon | preached for the éiaon for promoting the Unity of
Christendom, in Leeds a few weeks ago. It is acfogpitome of the ideas in my
book.

| have asked Lord Downe to build on a couple ofmedut he has declined.

I wish I could get somewhere else, but unforturyat@im not a good hand at parish
work, | do not like it, and it is not my line; mpkere is in the midst of books, not
country-people.

| have had a long grind at Luther’s writing and aoav working through Zwingli, the
Zurich reformer, after that | shall take up Calvins wonderful how different people
appear when you come to their own words, than wlencome to them from ex-
parte writers.

| am off. Trains wait for no man.
| remain

Your very loving

S Baring-Gould

Comment:

It is clear from this letter but whether he felt aff and isolated in Dalton or not, he
was being invited to numerous lecture engagemBmsumably the book forming the
basis for the sermon promoting the unity of Chrigtem was ‘The Origin and
Development of Religious Belief,” published 1869/70

One can only speculate on why Sabine chose to adinis father that he wast a
good hand at parish workle must have known that this would invite a ‘ipdd so’
response.

Of interest is the fact that no matter how negaltiigefather’'s views might have been
on Sabine’s writing, Sabine continued to send hopies of his work at least until
early 1872, just a few short months before fathé€eath.

“2 probably dated to 1870 from the reference toeheest to Lord Downe to build a couple of rooms
on to the Rectory. K ListeHalf My Lifep.71
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Also of interest is what appears to be an admistiahreading Zwingli and Luther in
the original casts a new light on them. Was he yingl that they were not quite as
bad as he painted them in his published work?
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DROO08: Sabine to father

East Mersea Rectory
April 10" 1871
My dear Father
The assignment had better be cancelled. | do rderstand law matters at all. Or if
you like I will give a note of hand that on my remeof £400 per ann., | will resign
the annuity.

| cannot tell you for certain what the real incoaofi¢his place is, but | think it must be
about that, at least nominally though there is @&@r Queen Anne’s Bounfy, and
some other charges. But if anything were to happésncle Charle¥, and | were to
be given the Rectory my income would be less tla808 suppose.

Then again should there not be some clause tdfée ghat the charges on Lew
property to Willy and Drake and Arthur should besame way affected, if they were
receiving £400, they should relieve the propertshefburden.

| have been some days without answering your |edtet put it aside to answer at
leisure when not in a great hurry, and it was ndsé@mewhere, so that | could not
find it to answer it till today.

| have got my duties taken for June and July, andrging for May also, in that case
| shall come down to Lew for May and go to Switaed for June and July.

| remain

Yours affectionately

Sabine Baring Gould

Comment:

The correspondence from father to which this letéers is unavailable. Sabine did
not seem to find the issue easy to understand eeldsto have been irritated by it. It
appears to have been an attempt by father to re@atene’s annuity from the estate
to reflect his income from the living at East MersBoth would appear to have been
around £400. Sabine seemed to be concerned thartdhhis brothers should be
treated equally.

It is unlikely that Sabine went to Switzerland im@ and July 1871. Further
Reminiscences, chapter 5, describes a trip to Beign that year with his friend the
Rev. Gatrill. The 1862 family bible gives the ddfta this tour as May and June
1871. The pair visited the Tyrol in the winter 8f72-3.

3 Queen Anne’s Bounty: A Provision made in Queend®neign for augmenting poor clerical
livings.
% Uncle CharlesPaternal UncleThe Rev. Charles Baring-Gould, then rector at Lean€hard
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DROO09: Father to Sabine

Lew Trenchard
7 July 1871
My Dear Sabine,
| hope you did not think my observations on youokto severe. Certainly it was
not my intention to make any remark that would webyau, but in some respects we
must all differ.

Descartes could not make all people agree in tleicof the marble he held between
his fingers, to his eyes it seemed red, to othe¥ergand again to a third, a colour
blind person it appears grey, so it is with the takaye. The fable of the carnation
gives a like result, and the moral drawn from @t to be too positive in our view of
things. It may be correct or otherwise so we muestergreat allowances for the views
of our opponents.

But | have another, totally different matter to @babout. The settlement of the Lew
property. By the law no property can be entailegbbe three lives, two being in
existence — Hence at my father’s death the ergasted (or would have ceased had |
not renewed it) the consequence would have be¢mtlés death | might have sold it
in total or in parts and given it to whom | likede® away from my own family. My
father wished to prevent any possibility of my sund and | myself having no such
intention acquiesced in his wish to re-entail theperty adding to that entail the
alternate presentation of the Living which | pursd off my father. Now life is
uncertain and you would probably wish to make seatdement on your wife which
you could do at once were the property re-entailétbw | have no interest whatever
in urging you to this step excepting a wish to kdepproperty intact — | could at
present will that so many farms should go to Willy, so maniptakey, Arthur,
Maggy and LilaH{sic] — but that is not my wish. | would leave all theperty to you
(provided it was re-entailed) leaving moderatetjmias to the younger children to
revert to the property at their death. That isap the yearly payments would expire
with them and with the death of the whole of théa property would assume the
income alienated from it during their lives, to tee of your children, or children’s
children — now this proposition does not ariseadigny mistrust of you, but
circumstances do arise during a person’s life tkentam wish to sell portions of it to
meet demands and difficulties which in a little ¢éimisappear. Had not the property
been tied up during my father’s life to my use raftien a great portion of it | feel
suré® [Read aswould have goné’to meet losses in mining speculation. Arundell
property disappeared from difficulties arising frewver expenditure which would not
have been the case had the property been entailétiget a deed drawn out stating
the terms.

The rest of this letter is missing.

Comment:

This letter is of interest for the pompous way Imal, in a critique of Sabine’s book,
Edward lectured his son, then aged 37, and offacedord of encouragement. It is
not clear what book evoked Edward’s critical reaati

“> Some words appear to have been omitted at this. paiould have gone’ makes sense.



23

Most importantly this letter demonstrated that aerly from this date Sabine was
aware that, provided he agreed to the property peerentailed, he would inherit the
Lew estate on the death of his father — which evetiirred some 10 months later.
The diary is not explicit on this matter and it idbbe easy to infer from what is
written there on 12 Sept 1880 that Sabine was urateat he was to inherit until
after his father’'s death.

Why did his father finally decide at this pointtime to tell Sabine that he was minded
to leave the estate to his eldest son, Sabinepanhtb Willy as he had threatened? It
is evident from Sabine’s diary that Willy was neasicusly Ill and that his father
knew that Willy was not expected to recover. #i$® clear that Sabine was kept in
ignorance of Willy's iliness and only became awafé after his father’s death.
Whatever reservations father may have had aboun&ahchoice of career, Sabine
was by this time established in a reasonably weaittCrown Living, demonstrating
an ability to live independently and beginning how his skill as a writer. He had in
addition, a growing family and the prospect at s@tage of an heir. All these factors
could well have swayed Edward and may also expiiy he did not at this point
consider leaving the estate to the younger son gisd\®rake, who at this time would
have been 20 years old.

Sabine’s father died, quite unexpectedly, on 2618d%. Sabine and Grace visited
him shortly before his death. The main purpos&eisit was to finalise the
settlement of the estate with its entail on 15 [¥8¥2 — a mere eleven days before
Edward’s death.
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DRO10: Sabine to father

East Mersea Rectory
Oct 20" 1871

My dear Father
| want to know how old | am. | have lost all cowftmy life, and had to put in all by
guesswork in the census. Now | have determineditawn dates in a big Bible, so |
should like your birthday, and year, mamma’s andenalso, if you can remember, in
what year | went to school at Vevey, at Manhésim], London, Warwick, and at
College.

Grace has not got over her troubles yet, and kttlia expected stranger to be one of
the “Myths of Modern Times.” We have had a nurséhenhouse six weeks, and she
may remain for six more for aught | know.

Grace says perhaps she has swallowed the egg efreomster, newt, efféeft?] or
crocodile, and it has hatched and thriven withimaht Maggie and TheoddPeo
come here and be godparents to the infant crocadileve have no friends in the
neighbourhood we care to ask, except two ladies, avh also expecting crocodiles
about the same time.

| wish the business were over it is very tryingotmr Grace. | am building poultry
houses and pig stygsic] and going out in that line now a bit. We have secim
green stuff in the garden that we can keep sepgalon it, and we want poultry
when living far from a butcher.

| remain

Yours t'ly

S Baring Gould.

Comment:
This is a delightfully chatty letter from the rest@t East Mersea touching on several
subjects.

Sabine’s response to the 1871 census was to saékntation of dates of birth etc,
including his own. He formed the intention to watkethese down in a big Bible.
Presumably this is the origin of the family Bilpeplished in 1862, in which all this
information was indeed inscribed and which was lalBlymouth Library. Sadly,
despite exhaustive enquiries, the current locatibtiis bible is not known.
Fortunately photocopies of the family entries ia bible were made at some point
and are held at the West Country Study Library t&xd he full transcription of the
family entries have been publisiéd

Sabine’s comments about Grace being great witld@md long overdue are
amusing. Sabine’s son, Edward, eventually arrived month later on 17 November.

46 Sabine’s sister and her husband, the Rev. Theddarsh
“"Wawman RNever Completely Submergex 208-218
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The decision to keep pigs and poultry becauseeoéliundance of vegetables in the
garden and the remoteness of the nearest butchies gnsight into his life-style at
Mersea at this time.
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DRO11: Sabine to father

East Mersea Rectory
Colchester
Nov 12" [clearly1871 from the content and father’s inscipi]

My dear Father

| have been waiting from day to day to write to ybaping to be enabled to announce
to you the birth of another child — | hope a soat Bhas not arrived yet, and Grace is
strangely out in her reckoning, for we have hadiis® nineveeks in the house,

which is a bore.

| do not quite understand the settlent®irt one particular. It seems to me that in the
event of my having no son, according to the terfrise@settlement, Lew would be
divided, share and share alike between my daugfibis | think very objectionable.

| think it much better that it should go to theedtimaleheir, and that my daughters
should have only an annuity out of it. It woulddgrievous thing to have Lew
property broken up, or to have it pass to anoteriliy and name. | had much rather,
in the event of my death without male issue thpaised to Willy.

I may have misunderstood the document as the tegalnology is obscure, but you
will know if it is so or not.

Consequently | have waited till | knew the sex ttosning child would be before |
asked this question.

Grace goes on pretty well but very much troublethatdelay in the arrival. | fear she
strained herself nine weeks ago, with moving a fdidter [?] and that was the cause
of her illness which made us suppose the evencamasng off then.

We are reading through Gibbon’'s Decline and Falb hope the coming crocodile is
not waiting to hear the last of the seven thickuvaés out, and to arrive with the
capture of Constantinople, in the year 1452, uRddaeodycés, for we are now only
half way through vol. Ill, and have just assistethe death of Theodosfilsn 395;

and it will really be too bad if he waits out thebsequent one thousand and fifty eight
years, before he retires to the crib upstairs teasn over the fate of the fallen

Empire, in the ears of his mother and nurse.

| am rather thinking of writing the History of tenabaptists from their rise at
Zuichau[Zwickau] in 1521 to the fall of their kingdom of Munst@Vestphalia,
Germanyl]in 1536. It is an almost unwritten passage inoystfull of strange, wild
interest. But | must go and pay a visit to Munstext Spring if | do so; and | am not
sure that my undertaking of the “Lives of the Sslintill give me time for writing
anything else. | hardly calculated the amount ofkatavas in for, or how
monotonous much of it would prove.

| remain

Yours t'ly

S Baring Gould

“8 Settlement of the Estate with the entail.
9 palaeologos otherwise known as Constantine XllateByzantine Emperor
* Roman Emperor
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Inscribed, probably by Sabine’s fath&abine’s letter 12 Novr. 1871 To be kept.

Comment:
Another chatty letter, not unlike the one written2® October, in which he also refers
to estate business.

It is apparent that father was proceeding with kiagalities of the entail as laid out in
his letter of 7 July 1871 but Sabine was concethatlin the event of his own death
without a male child the estate should pass to kerair and not be broken up and
divided between his daughters. The reference tpdissibility of brother Willy
inheriting confirms the presumption, supported bpiBe’s statement to this effect in
his diary on 10 Dec 1880, that at this time he wasware of the seriousness of his
brother’s condition. It could be that father's caro over Willy’s health was a reason
why father might have considered not passing ttee$ a male heir in the event of
Sabine’s death without a son.

Grace continued to have a troubled pregnancy aedetlare further humorous
references to the child being an alligator. To h@l@ace pass the time Sabine read
Gibbon’s ‘Decline and Fall’ to her and was ‘conceh that the child, referred to
confidently as ‘he’ will wait until he has heardail before deigning to be born. It is
doubtful that this choice of reading was to Gradae'ste.

There is an interesting reference to Sabine haxéagl about the history of the
fanatical Anabaptist sect of Mlnster in Westphata.resolved to visit Munster ‘next
spring,’ but it is unlikely that he did so. A vigitMinster does not appear in either
the diary or the 1862 family bible and accordinghie diary the next spring saw him
on a family trip to the Meuse. The itinerary wasitve continued with the Tyrol and
Dolomites but the holiday was curtailed by newhisffather’s death on 26 May
1872. Sabine therefore did not visit Miinster ingpang of 1872, but presumably did
so at some point in the ensuing 17 years becassstinating “The Anabaptists of
Munster” took up 174 pages of the second seriéslistoric Oddities and Strange
Events.” This was first published in 1889 beforengaeissued in 1891 as “Freaks of
Fanaticism and Other Strange Events.” The Anab#ptitso feature in chapter 36 of
his book ‘Germany’ first published in 1887.

It seems certain from the entry in the family bifole1871 that work on ‘Lives of the
Saints’ began in that year and comments in thiedemply that, by 12 Nov 1871, he
had been working on the ‘Lives’ long enough to @se that it involved a large
amount of work, much of it monotonous.
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DRO12: Sabine to father

East Mersea Rectory
Colchester

22 Nov. 1871
My dear Father
Many thanks for the cheque which has all arrivedlgal return you the draft: |
think it had better be altered, though there magdeeal necessity for it, as | have
now a son, but | would not have Lew property brokerfor anything, so it may as
well at once be secured, now that an entail isgpeiade out, in the event of my boy
dying or not having male heirs.

Grace is getting well over her troubles, and th&giromises to be vigorous in health
and stalwart in body. It is astonishingly firmlyikrand with such sturdy limbs. It is
impossible to say yet who he will be like.

| have written to Emily, to ask her to come anahdtaponsor for it. Theodore cannot
get away from Cawston | am sorry to say. | wishlyjMilould come but | cannot get
him here, whenever | invite him | get a very ce@fuisal, however | will try once
again. Grace is on the sofa by the fire, and akhiting already. She is such an
active little body that she cannot be kept frormndaomething.

Love to all

| remain yours t'ly

S. Baring Gould

Comment:

Edward was born just 5 days before this letter watten. The purpose of the cheque
is not known. Sabine repeated the firm view expkegsa letter to his father just 10
days previously that the entail be altered, althongw he had a male heir there was
less immediate concern.

It seems that Theodore Marsh and his wife, Sabgister, Margaret, were unable to
come to East Mersea and stand sponsor for the [&ddyine then asked Emily,
presumably his unmarried cousin, daughter of Uigiarles Baring-Gould, instead.

Sabine painted a charming verbal picture of Graiteeng by the fire, knitting and his
description of her as “such an active little bodyescannot be kept from doing
anything” gives a rare but nice insight into hemrpenality.

The comment on Willy’s curt refusal to attend thptism, which took place at East
Mersea on 10 December, reflects Sabine’s ongoisigasis and bewilderment at
Willy’s odd behaviour without knowledge of its caus

5 Draft; settlement and entail
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DRO13: Sabine to Father

No address or date but, from the content, the astdi®clearly the Rectory, East
Mersea and the date probably early 1872 from ttieresce to the January edition of
‘Lives of the Saints published in 1872. Father dieexpectedly from a stroke on 26
May 1872 when Sabine and Grace were on holidajerMeuse as described in
Sabine’s Diary on 10 Dec 1889.

My dear Father

| suppose by this time you have had the JanuaryQfomny “Lives of the Saints,” the
first edition of a thousand was sold out two dag®leit was published, that is orders
for over a thousand, which was the first editioversold before the book was bound
and ready. It is sure now to be a success. | athdjlé as | have taken great pains
over it. It is not a book you would care to readpoe that anyone would read through
any more than a dictionary, for it is in fact admaphical dictionary of all the famous
personagewho have lived in the Church. It will contain abolutee thousand six
hundred biographies when complete, and | leavety@uess the labour it is to get
accurate dates and other matters, such as thdrsgjoatwo or three contemporary
accounts with one and oth&r.

Grace is not very well, having a fall or bearingwhoof the womb, and the doctor has
ordered her to lie on her back for some time, ith& great affliction to her, especially
as we have servants who cannot be trusted to dgsthinless looked after. | have
written to Emily at Cawstoti to beg her to kindly come here for a few weeks laad
housekeeper for Grace.

| have just got into a fight about the children aedrlet fever which is in the parish. |
hope they will escape it. | have drawn a cordomadathe garden but cannot trust the
nurse not to overstep it and go amongst the catfige

| am nursing a multitude of chickerfs| have the earliest brood in the parish, they
spent the first week in the nursery with the claidrand made a nest of my wide-
awake®’ They are now in the hay loft and thriving.

Baby[Edward] is growing quite a man, he is 2 foot 4 in highd éooks very wise so
we call him Solomon. He and Margaret have bothwgglt shaped large heads and |
fancy they will prove chock-full of brains.

Give my love to Livy and the childref.

| remain yours very affectionately

S. Baring-Gould

2\Wawman RNever Completely Submerged, the Diary of SabineBaBould pp 81-2

*3 One wonders how Sabine’s father respondddvies of the Saints

> Sabine’s sister, Margaret lived at Cawston. #ssumed he was referring to cousin Emily, daughter
of his uncle, the Rev. Charles Baring-Gould. lindty was her address given as Cawston? It could be a
slip of the pen but it is possible that Emily wésysg with her cousin, Margaret.

%5 The description of a cordon to limit the spreadadrlet fever is reminiscent of the 1890 outbratak
Lew covered in The Diary of Sabine Baring-Gouldemiries between 11 Aug and 11 Oct 1890. Also
graphically described i@hurch MonthlyJan to April 1898.

*® The reference to chickens in the nursery suggestsnewhat casual but quite common rural
approach to domestic arrangements.

>"Wide awake: Wide-brimmed felt hat

58 Step-mother, Lavinia and his half-siblings Arthaged 6, and Leila, aged 2
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DRO14 Sabine to his sister, Margaret Marsh

Dear Margaret
You have made a great muddle. Mary is going to ynidir Dickinson, Leild® a Mr
Carver.

You are also in great mistake about ArtAliHe has had nothing to do with your
money except instructing a broker [2]. withdrawing £100 at your wish from some
investment and it was paid over by the broker éoG@blchester bank in your name
and you used it. The money never even passed hishas to £300 invested in the
Banbury and somethifijRailway that pays dividends neither Arthur noava ever
had the securities you put them in the hands oRbWinson, and | absolutely refused
to have to do with any of your money when you wdritebe rid of the responsibility.
Whether you ever got rid of him when you were iatthueer condition among those
gueer people from which you were removed to E&bsirt, | cannot say. You were
not then accountable for your acts. You had themgawned your jewelry for the
tickets were found about in your room.

Yours t'ly

S. Baring Gould

Lew Trenchard
N. Devon
Nov. 24/92

Comment:

Dealing, as it appears to do, with payments fromehtate this letter is surely to
Sabine’s sister, Margaret, who married Theodore sharector of Cawston in
Norfolk. It is patently not to his daughter Margaiand | know of no other Margaret
towards whom the estate would have a responsilnliyB92.

This letter implies that at some time Margaret ledome mentally unbalanced while
living in unusual circumstances from which she veamsoved. It is possible she was
admitted to an asylum in Earl's Court, London. fheas a private asylum for
young ladies at Earl's Court House (known as Mraddiury’s Establishment for
Ladies only nervously affected) in the earl§ t@ntury but this had closed by 1870.
It is possible the asylum continued elsewhere uadether name but was still
referred to as ‘Earl’s Court.’ If so, no trace dftias been found.

Margaret’'s episode of mental unbalance could notehaccurred before 1872, as
Sabine would not have had financial responsibgitiewards members of the family
before inheriting the estate. In any case as l&t&8/1 he wrote to his father to say
that he had asked Margaret and her husband to ssgodsor at the baptism of
Edward. Itis known from his diary, 5 January 188mtd inferred from DROO01
above, that Sabine regarded Margaret's marriagéuasortunate.” Enquiries by

Keith Lister found no trace of Margaret’'s existerateCawston. She does not appear
in the parish register and there is no mention efin the obituary of her husband

% Mary was Sabine’s eldest child and Leila, his{s&fer. They were married in January 1893 and
April 1893 respectively.

€ Arthur Baring-Gould: Sabine’s half brother.

¢ Presumably the Banbury and Cheltenham Railway
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who died at Cawston in 1905 and is buried thereer&hs no written material about
Margaret at Cawston and she is not buried there.

It is known from an insurance policy held in thego@al and family box in the
Baring-Gould archive at the Devon Record Officetihal882, Margaret, then aged
45, was living at The Wells, Ripon, Yorkshire. IRast Office savings book also held
there, her address in 1885 is given as 3 Park Rtigh Road, Knightsbridge and
withdrawals were made at the Sloane Street Posté#-both addresses not very far
from Earl’s Court.

Her death certificate throws further light. Shedi@n 13 December 1903 at 10
Harsnett Road, Colchester, Essex at the age ofditthe certificate she is described
as wife of Theodore Marsh Clerk in Holy Orders. Begin mind that the 1892 letter
mentions a Colchester Bank it is possible that Maggwas already living in that
town then.

The cause of death is given as cirrhosis of thex Wyears, dropsy 4 months and
exhaustion. Her maternal aunt, M R Bond of 4 Colle€rescent, Exeter was entered
as in attendance at the death. The 1881 censut @mlleton Crescent has Marianne
H Bond, aged 51, who in 1903 would be aged 73.éwident from Early
Reminiscences, chapterl? that this is Marianne KdB&nown to Sabine as ‘Aunt
Kate.” Aunt Kate, with whom Sabine had a closati@hship, would have given
details of the death to him (and possibly haverredd this letter to him) and Sabine
made a brief note of his sister’'s death in the 1B&fe. It is not known if Sabine
attended the funeral.

From all the above it can be inferred that Margahnetd been separated from her
husband for at least 21 years before her deathir@giatently neither approved of
the company she had kept nor her behaviour. Fraridhe of the letter it is probable
that her mental health problems were seen by Satsreelf-inflicted. The diagnosis
of cirrhosis of the liver brings to mind the posiiy of chronic alcoholism as a
possible cause of the cirrhosis and a possibleofatbgether with marital failure, in
the causation of her mental health and financiallpems.

The Bond maternal aunts had frequently visited taken holiday with the Baring-
Goulds. They had given financial support to SaloinB861 and, more substantially,
in 1880. They had supported Willy during his loegrtinal iliness before he was
hospitalised in 1875, and had nursed both Sabimether Sophia and his sister
Margaret during their last days. Sabine stayed witimt Kate, then aged 96, at 4,
Colleton Crescent, Exeter for Christmas 1922,. (diisneous Lewdown letters,
Sabine to Miss Hilda Piper, 1922-12-23; Sabinesletv Miss Evelyn Healey 1922-
12-13) This much, and more, is known. The fanel/were very close.
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Letter DRO15 Sabine to an aunt

Lew Trenchard House
N. Devon
July 13"

It is not possible from the contents to date taiter any more precisely than
definitely prior to Sabine’s father's death in 18 R2zom the address, time of year and
the same sort of preoccupation with portraits asdaplayed in letters to his
mother, it could have been written while he wasé&om summer holiday from
Hurstpierpoint and probably before his mother’s theae between 1858 and 1863.

My dear Aunt

| have a great favour to ask of you, and am ineaigstate of excitement about it. Mrs
Emsley has got a picture of old Mr Baring. We wjasst that one as it would fill the
gap between William Drake Gould and my grandfatBemehow Mrs Jackson got
possession of it and from her Mrs Emsley obtaimedaw it can be of no possible
interest to her as he was no relation and it wbel@ great thing for us to have it;
could you find something out about it and learn thbethe Emsleys value it, perhaps
it may be put aside with lots of old lumber. | trieo get Aunt Emily? at Teignmouth
to write but there was some difficulty in it. Yoteaa great friend of Mrs E are you
not? Do try to find out about the picture, perhtiesy would resign it if Papa was to
paint them a large Pyrenean one. Best love to all

| remain your affectionate nephew

Sabine Baring Gould

Comment:

It has not been possible to identify to which abig letter was sent but from the
Baring and Teignmouth context and the mention at &mily Baring-Gould, it is
likely she was another paternal aunt. Nor have NBaskson and Mrs Emsley been
identified.

2 Emily Baring-Gould, b. 3 April 1812.



